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²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ŦŜǿ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ΦΦΦ ŀƴŘ ƻŦ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ƴƻ tƭŀƴǘ {ŀƭŜ ƭƛƪŜ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƻ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƻƴΦ  
 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ΨǇƭŀƴǘ ǎŀƭŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ ϻммл Ƙŀǎ 
ōŜŜƴ ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ΦΦΦ ƴƻǘ ƳǳŎƘ ŎŀǎƘ Ƙŀǎ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ƘŀƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ L Řƻ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻƳƛǎŜǎΣ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŜƭƭπ
ƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ōǳȅƛƴƎΦ 
 
Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ {ŀƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǳǘǳƳƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 

ŜŀǊƳŀǊƪŜŘ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ оǊŘ hŎǘƻōŜǊ - IŀǊǾŜǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ - ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŜΣ ƘƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ŎŜƭπ
ŜōǊŀǘŜ IŀǊǾŜǎǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƻ ǎŜƭƭ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ōǳƭōǎΣ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƴȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ 
ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  
 

Lǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƭƻǾŜƭȅ ǘƻƻ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ōƻƻƪǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƪŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǎŀƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƘǳǊŎƘ ŦƻǊ 
ŎƻũŜŜκǘŜŀ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƻƴ ǊƻƭƭǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎΣ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ ŀƭƭ ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ƻƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀŘǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǊǳƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜƴ ƻƴ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ /a/ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ōȅ ǘƘŜƴΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǿŀƛǘ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŜΦ 
 

aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜ Σ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƪŜŜǇ ŀƴȅ ǇŜǊŜƴƴƛŀƭǎ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿ 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴŘƻƻǊ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƻƴ ΦΦΦΦΦ L ƘŀǾŜ .ǊȅƻǇƘȅƭƭǳƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŜŀǊǎ ƛŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǿŀƴǘǎ 
ǎƻƳŜΗ !ǇǇŀǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘǊƛƎƎŜǊŜŘ !ƭŀƴ ¢ƛǘŎƘƳŀǊǎƘϥǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƘŜϥǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǉǳƛǘŜ ǿŜƭƭΣ Ƙŀǎƴϥǘ ƘŜΚ 
 

aŜŀƴǿƘƛƭŜ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜΣ ǎǘŀȅ ǎŀŦŜ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΗ   

          Lin Walker 
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Although we knew about COVID -19 when our March 

issue was printed, few of us could have foreseen all the changes that 

the last three months have brought. We think especially of all who have lost 

loved ones to the virus and those who have recovered from it, but we have all 

been affected to a greater or lesser degree. Our inability to meet for worship 

and the normal range of church activities has been hard for some of us to come 

to terms with, but national, Connexional and Circuit services and other worship 

materials have been made available, and we know they have been of help to 

many. Some of us have been able to keep in touch, in a virtual sense, through 

the ever-increasing number, variety and sophistication of technological innova-

tions. Some meetings have taken place and some C2C activities have been made 

possible by these means, so not everything has been in suspended animation, 

and all of us have almost certainly used the telephone more than usual for mu-

tual support.  

 

At the time of writing, despite a very slight relaxation of the restrictions we have 

had to accept, more months of limitation stretch before us. This issue is being 

delivered electronically in all but a very few cases, and that may well become 

the pattern for the future. We wish all our readers good health, security, courage 

and freedom from excessive anxiety in these difficult days, and we look forward 

to a time, perhaps not too far distant, when we may meet again for worship 

and fellowship. 

 

   The 'sprinkles' in this issue are Biblical words of comfort. 

 

Next deadline: Sunday 23rd August. Publication of MUSTARDSEED 52: Sunday, 

6th September. 
 

 

  Ben Batten (01494 783217; ben.batten@ntlworld.com ) 

     Ann Field (01494 771005; ann.field4@btinternet.com)  

 

 

When my spirit grows faint  

within me, it is you who  

know my way. 
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Bear ye one another's burdens. 

 
 
 
 

Dear all, 
 

Times have been very unusual for us all over the past couple of months while adhering to the lockdown 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. 
 

Iôm aware that it will have affected different people in so many different ways. For some life has been 
very isolated and has become increasingly boring because of not being able to meet up with others in 
the ways they have been used to; for others life has been absolutely hectic because of their job or be-
cause of trying to juggle childrenôs school work while also working from home; for others thereôs been the 
uncertainty of being on furlough and wondering whether there will still be a job to go back to, and Iôm 
sure there are many more permutations that I havenôt mentioned. 
 

Jenny Stephens, the daughter of Bill Stephens of Prestwood, who is a Minister in the United Church of 
Canada, asked in her YouTube broadcast from Wesley United Church in Cambridge, Ontario, last Sun-
day (17 May) https://youtu.be/dGIP5LcBSyg what will we carry over if and when the pandemic is over. 
 

I thought that was an interesting question to address, so Iôd like to outline some positive benefits of lock-
down that I have experienced, not all of which I will be able to carry over but some of which I do hope will 
continue. 

¶ Looking out for neighbours. One of the real silver linings of this crisis has been the way in which 
people do seem to be looking out for one another. Itôs one of the things that church members have 
mentioned to me in some of the phone conversations Iôve had, and is something Heather and I have 
done in relation to our neighbours.  

¶ The appreciation of keyworkers expressed on a Thursday evening, acknowledging the debt that we 
owe not just to medical staff but also the others who have enabled our lives to function during the 
lockdown. Helen Cameron, the District Chair, in her sermon on the Amersham YouTube Channel 
(https://youtu.be/L_twgdJaJUU) also on 17th May has quite rightly raised questions about the low 
pay of many of these keyworkers. I hope the lesson has been learned about valuing all in our socie-
ty, and not just those who earn plenty of money. 

¶ Exercise. Taking walks out in the fresh air at some point most days has been good.  

¶ Spending time with family. As a family we had already discovered a fantastic card game based on 
Monopoly called Monopoly Deal and weôve been enjoying playing that on a nightly basis at 
9.30/10.00 each evening. 

¶ Using video and video conferencing software for the first time. I have just signed up for a Theologi-
cal Book Club series being run by the District for Ministers via Zoom. Having seen how good some 
of the video conferencing software is, I hope it will cut down on travel needed in the District and also 
open up other hitherto unthought of possibilities. 

¶ Worshipping together on a Sunday morning with my wife while watching services on YouTube. For 
the first time in the almost 20 years of our married life Heather and I have been able to sit together 
at services on a regular basis. Itôs something weôve never been able to do before because we start-
ed going out together when I was already a Minister. Obviously this wonôt be able to be carried over 
once services resume but itôs been an unexpected benefit of lockdown.  

 
Are there some unexpected benefits of lockdown that you have experienced in the midst of all the diffi-
culties and concerns? 
 
Itôs good to remember that God is with us despite the difficulties that we may have had to face, that 
weôve been able to keep in touch with each other and weôve still been able to worship God despite not 
being able to meet together in the same way weôve been used to. 
 
Lastly I do hope you and your loved ones are keeping well. I am aware that a few people connected with 
my churches have had Covid-19 in varying degrees of severity (as well as quite a number of children 
and grandchildren of church members). There is one person in hospital who is still recovering and our 
prayers are with her and with all who are being affected by the pandemic. 
 

           Nigel 

 

A Letter from our Minister  

https://youtu.be/dGIP5LcBSyg
https://youtu.be/L_twgdJaJUU
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Do not be afraid, for I  

am with you. 

CHURCH FINANCES 

 

In these difficult times there are many calls on our purses, but I hope that you will find the ability to con-

tinue to support our church finances. 
 

I have been looking at our financial position and estimate that this year we will run at a deficit of around 

Ã9,000, taking our balances down to around Ã34,000.  We had budgeted for a deficit of around Ã5,000, 

but with higher expenses on some property items, the loss of funds from events and lettings and the loss 

of income from church collections, this will be exceeded.   

 

We are committed to funding our C2C project for at least another two years and even if we have normal 

income and expenditure for the next two years this is likely to reduce our balances to around Ã24,000 by 

August 2022, which is the bare minimum needed to continue to run our church. 

 

A big thank you to all those of you who are continuing to make payments by standing order.  For those of 

you who are not, please save up your contributions until we are able to open the church again or, if you 

bank on line, please consider making a transfer to the account of Chesham Methodist Church at HSBC 

Amersham.  The bankôs code number is 40-17-12 and our account number is 23014789.   
 

Any additional contributions would be most welcome and could be increased by gift aid for those of you 

who pay income tax. 
 

        Many thanks Philip Roberts 

I recently found a very old sheet of music for How Great Thou Art which included two optional verses.  

 

Oh, when I see ungrateful man defiling 

This bounteous earth, God's gifts so good and great; 

In foolish pride Godôs holy name reviling 

And yet in grace, his wrath and judgment wait: 

 

When burdens press, and seem beyond endurance, 

Bowed down with grief, to him I turn my face; 

And then in love he brings me sweet assurance: 

óMy child! For thee sufficient is My Graceô. 

      Philip 
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Hello from Gill and the Church2Community Project  

 

Since going into lockdown our Church2Community (C2C) Project has taken 

on a new role. In place of our many C2C activities a network has been set 

up to maintain contact with our group members. This enables us to support 

one another, share useful information and have some fun!  

 

Each Monday an email goes out with a Scrabble Challenge. This goes to our group members but every-

one with email is welcome to join in ð just let me have your email address and Iõll add you to my contact 

list. 

 

I am aware that those of you without email may be missing out, so please find below a Scrabble Chal-

lenge which can be done by phoning your answers through to the C2C Office. Of course, if you do have 

the means you are welcome to email me your answers or you can just have a go without sharing your 

words!  

 

The usual scoring for the letters applies as follows- 

1 point: A, E, I, O, U, L, N, S, T, R. 

2 points: D, G. 

3 points: B, C, M, P. 

4 points: F, H, V, W, Y.  

5 points: K. 

8 points: J, X. 

10 points: Q, Z. 

And of course if you find a 7 letter word you will get a bonus of 50 points.  

 

All you have to do is re -arrange each set of letters to make the highest scoring word. The words must be 

ones you know without looking them up! Iõll be checking them using the Collins Online English Diction-

ary  

 

The letters are- 

1.    N B C U O Y E 

2.  T N A E S R T 

3.  R D A I E K H 

4.  Y R O L T U A 

5.  A V H P X O O  
 

Once you've settled on your 5 words, either call them in or email them to me, with your total score.  

The deadline is 25 June. Iõll share the highest scoring words, together with the names of the winners, in 

the next edition of Mustardseed. 

 

You can contact me at gillmcnab.c2c@hotmail.co.uk or on 01494 785956 (answer phone checked week-

ly). Stay well, take care and keep in touch.                         

 

          With love in Christ, Gill x 

REGULAR MEETINGS DURING SCHOOL TERM TIMES 

Monday  

Movers & Shakers 9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.  

Hobbies Club 1.30 to 3.30 p.m.  

First Monday 2.00 to 3.30 p.m. (1st of the month)  

Thursday  

Toddlers and Parents 10.00 to 11.30 a.m. 

Silver Surfers 1.30 to 3.30 p.m.  

Friday 

Treasured Memories Club 2.00 -  4.00 p.m. (2nd of month)  

Rainbows 5.30 to 6.30 p.m.   

Players 8.15 to 10.00 p.m.  

 

These activities will start again once restrictions are lifted and 

we are able to open up the church. 

 

For info and news visit the church website at 

www.cheshammethodist.org.uk 

mailto:gillmcnab.c2c@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.cheshammethodist.org.uk
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Bottom Line:   

Please pray for all who are carrying the Heaviest burdens and 

for those who are doing most to relieve them. 

Let the morning bring me word of 

your unfailing love, for I have put my 

trust in you. 

Coronavirus, The Walrus and The Carpenter 

By Jean Pearson (nee Carpenter) 

 

The sun was shining on the beach 

The sea was sparkling blue 

And many folk they barbecued 

Because itõs what you do, 

They picnicked and they chatted, - 

Corona did it too.  

 

The moon was shining sulkily 

Because she thought ôNot right, 

I'm not appreciated as 

My glow gives lesser light.. 

I'll shock them all, - I will become 

A pink moon Tuesday night!õ 

 

She who had been Miss Carpenter 

Was strolling to the sound 

Of trees a-rustle, birds in song, 

A cracking day she found 

But this was odd, because you see 

Not one soul was around. 

 

A Walrus came to chat with her 

Behind his furry mask 

ôGood Morning Miss, how do you do, 

And are you well, I ask?õ 

She backed away, protesting -- 

ôGo,  -- two metres, -- that's the task!õ 

 

At length she sat upon a bench 

Conveniently low,  

And thought, ôThis is a mess no doubt, 

We don't know where to go.  

BUT, we are in the hands of God - 

He will provide, I know.  

 

He loves us and will cherish us, 

He'll strengthen us for sure 

His Spirit will enable all, - both now and evermoreõ 

 


